
Invitation to join webinar: Hydrogen in Japan and the Netherlands 

 

Webinar 

The Dutch outlook on hydrogen is decidedly global in nature. The focus is not only on the Dutch hydrogen 

ecosystem, but emphasises on accelerating the global, large-scale adoption of hydrogen as a carbon-neutral 

fuel and energy source. This makes the Netherlands not only an excellent facilitator in the use of hydrogen, but 

also an accelerator in the use of green hydrogen. Through innovative cooperation, both countries can 

strengthen each other in advancing their hydrogen supply chain and the large-scale and broad application of 

hydrogen. In this webinar we discuss the developments and collaboration possibilities between Japan and the 

Netherlands in the field of hydrogen 

Speakers 

➢ René Schutte, Director at HyNorth  

➢ Eiji Ohira, Director General of the New Energy and Industrial Technology Development Organization 

(NEDO) 

➢ Masaki Sakamoto, Yamanashi Prefecture 

➢ Taku Hasegawa, Kawasaki Heavy Industries 

➢ Randolf Weterings, Program Manager Electrification and Hydrogen at Port of Rotterdam 

➢ Patrick Cnubben, Coordinator PIB Hydrogen Japan  

➢ Albert van der Molen, Expert Innovation at Stedin 

Moderator: René Schutte, Director at HyNorth  

Practical information 

Date and time:   17 February 2022 from 9.00 – 11.00 CEST  / 17.00 – 19.00 JST 

Location:   Online, via Gotowebinar 

Registration:   https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/9053592468846181644  

 

More information:  Jochem Durenkamp, New Energy Coalition 

    M: +31 (6) 24233 551 E: J.Durenkamp@newenergycoalition.org 

Organisation 

This webinar is organized by the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Japan, Technova and New Energy 
Coalition  
In cooperation with the PIB partners:  
Bronkhorst, N.V. Nederlandse Gasunie, Groningen Seaports, Holthausen, Howden, Hygear, Kiwa, Royal Vopak, 
SHV Energy, Soluforce, TNO, FME and RvO 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/9053592468846181644
mailto:J.Durenkamp@newenergycoalition.org


AGENDA 

Online Webinar: Hydrogen in Japan and the Netherlands 

A webinar about the developments and opportunities in the field of hydrogen in Japan 

The Dutch outlook on hydrogen is decidedly global in nature. The focus is not only on the Dutch hydrogen 

ecosystem, but emphasises on accelerating the global, large-scale adoption of hydrogen as a carbon-neutral 

fuel and energy source. This makes the Netherlands not only an excellent facilitator in the use of hydrogen, but 

also an accelerator in the use of green hydrogen. Through innovative cooperation, both countries can 

strengthen each other in advancing their hydrogen supply chain and the large-scale and broad application of 

hydrogen. In this webinar we discuss the developments and collaboration possibilities between Japan and the 

Netherlands in the field of hydrogen 

➢ Date and time:  17 February 2022 from 9 – 11 CEST / 17 – 19 JST 

Moderator: René Schutte, Director at HyNorth   

Start End Topic Speaker 

09:00 

CEST 

09:15 

CEST 

PIB Introduction 

A cooperation between NL & Japan in the field of hydrogen 

NEDO Introduction  

Development of Technologies for Realizing a Hydrogen Society 

Patrick Cnubben, Coordinator 

PIB Hydrogen Japan & 

 

Eiji Ohira, Director General of 

the New Energy and Industrial 

Technology Development 

Organization (NEDO) 

09:15 09:35 

Regional Projects  

The Netherlands  

The Northern Netherlands as a frontrunner: the Hydrogen 

backbone and the Hydrogen Valley  

Japan 

Starting a hydrogen energy society in Yamanashi Prefecture 

and boosting demand for the energy transition through YHC  

René Schutte, Director at 

HyNorth & 

 

Masaki Sakamoto, Yamanashi 

Prefecture 

09:35 10:15 

Corporate Projects 

The Netherlands: H2 supply chains in the Netherlands  

Port of Rotterdam 

Japan: H2 supply chains in Japan 

Kawasaki Heavy Industries 

The Netherlands: Hydrogen for heating homes in the 
Netherlands  
Stedin   

Randolf Weterings,  

Program Manager 

Electrification and Hydrogen at 

Port of Rotterdam 

Taku Hasegawa, KHI & 

Albert van der Molen, Expert 

Innovation at Stedin 

10:15 10:55 

Panel discussion on collaboration opportunities for both 

countries 

Panel discussion including Q&A from the audience 

Albert van der Molen, Randolf 

Weterings, Sasaki Sakamoto & 

Eiji Ohira 

10:55 11:00 Wrap-up Moderator 

   

 



Biosketches 

Moderator: René Schutte, Director at HyNorth 

René Schutte joined Gasunie in 2006. He has worked in several commercial 
roles in energy procurement and shipping and grid connections for Gasunie 
Transport Services. Until recently René was managing the projects industry and 
markets department. In this role he was responsible for the direct to the GTS 
grid connected industrial customers and for implementation of new law and 
regulation requirements. As of July 2018, René is appointed as Program 
Manager Hydrogen for Gasunie. In this role he is responsible to implement a 
hydrogen program, which is a key part of the Gasunie strategy for the energy 

transition and future business. 
 
Contact details: rene.schutte@hynorth.nl  
 

Drs. Ing. Patrick Cnubben, the Netherlands 

 Drs. Ing. Patrick Cnubben (1965) studied Chemical Engineering at the Hogere 

Technische School Heerlen (1989) and Chemistry at the University of 

Amsterdam (1993) and has been employed successively by Pré Consultants, 

Philips, Energy Research Centre of the Netherlands, PricewaterhouseCoopers, 

and Technology Center North Netherlands before his involvement within the 

Energy Valley Foundation. Within the Energy Valley Foundation, which is now 

merged into the New Energy Coalition, he has been active for over 18 years 

now and responsible for the realization of large-scale investments in the field of Bio Energy & Gas 

enhancing amongst else the production and use of (biogenic) energy carriers such as Green Gas, 

(Bio)LNG and Hydrogen. Patrick is the architect of Heavenn, the Northern-Netherlands Hydrogen 

Valley project and involved in many green Hydrogen related development projects. Recently Patrick 

has been appointed the coordinator of the green molecules program (green hydrogen and green gas) 

with New Energy Coalition where further development of these novel value chains is key - from idea 

generation, knowledge development to realization and operation. 

Contact details: p.cnubben@newenergycoalition.org 

Eiji Ohira, Japan 

 Eiji Ohira is the Director General of the New Energy and Industrial Technology 

Development Organization (NEDO)’s Fuel Cell and Hydrogen Group within the 

Advanced Battery and Hydrogen Technology Department. In this capacity, he is 

responsible the overall strategy, execution and coordination of NEDO’s 

research, development and demonstration project on fuel cell and hydrogen. 

He has also coordinated fuel cell and hydrogen activities with international 

stakeholders, through International Energy Agency’s Technology Collaboration Program (IEA TCP: 

Advanced Fuel Cell & Hydrogen), and International Partnership for Hydrogen and Fuel Cells in the 

Economy (IPHE). 

He joined the NEDO in 1992, just after graduation from the Tokyo University of Science. He served as 

a visiting scholar at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1997-1998. 

mailto:rene.schutte@hynorth.nl
mailto:p.cnubben@newenergycoalition.org


Before taking up the current position in April 2013, he served in several positions, including 

Representative at NEDO Asian Representative Office, Director of the Energy Storage Technology 

Division. 

 
Randolf Weterings, the Netherlands 

 Randolf is an experienced technology oriented business development manager 

with passion for entrepreneurship. In his current role he is responsible for the 

electrification and hydrogen portfolio in the Port of Rotterdam. This portfolio is 

covering the complete hydrogen value chain as all elements come together in the 

hydrogen hub position the Port of Rotterdam currently has and is developing 

further towards green production and new sectors. Randolf has an extensive 

background in the energy and electricity sector and worked before the Port of 

Rotterdam for the companies Eneco, Siemens and Applus RTD were he fulfilled several 

(international) positions. 

Albert van der Molen, the Netherlands 

Albert van der Molen (Stedin) shares his experience of using hydrogen as 
domestic use as the hydrogen expert from Dutch DSO Stedin.  
Albert has over 20 years of experience n the Energy Sector and is one of the key 
figures in the Netherlands on the topic of hydrogen. He leads projects in which 
Hydrogen is used in existing gas infrastructure (Rozenburg, Stad aan 't 
Haringvliet) and in domestic use. He was the Starting Offer (Openingsbod) for 
the Dutch Energy transition.   

  

  

Masaki Sakamoto, Japan 

Position: Yamanashi Prefectural Enterprise Bureau New Energy System 
Promotion Office Sub Director 
Biography: 1997-2007 
As a Yamanashi prefecture stuff, Fire and Disaster prevention division. As a 
prefectural Enterprise Bureau stuff, Power Generation General Control center 
2008-2021  
Yamanashi prefectural Enterprise Bureau New Energy System Promotion office. 
Worked for energy storage system demonstration. 

 

Taku Hasegawa, Japan 

Taku HASEGAWA is the assistant manager of the Kawasaki Heavy Industries’ 

Hydrogen Strategy Division. In the division, he is in charge of the liaison and 

project manager for the demonstration project. He has been involved in the HESC 

project and others. 

He joined the Kawasaki Heavy Industries in 2014 and was seconded to the 

International Energy Agency for two years starting in 2020. 

 


